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By BARBARA REHM 


“He was very happy Saballos said. -? 

He was astonished. He expected to be 
sent back to Salvador and he expected 
, to die.” . ■ ; r-. . " J . 

Tardencillas had been flown* here 
for the purpose of telling reporters 
that he had been given military train- 
ing in Cuba and Ethiopia and ordered 
by the Sandinista regime in Nicaragua 

to go to EI Salvador and command 
rebel forces there in their fight against 
the U.S.-supported govemment. 

That ivas the story he had told to a 


' Washington (NewsBureau) — A’ 
taptured guerrilla who embar-.’ 
rassed the Reagan administration 
in its campaign to docüment 
Nicaraguan and. Cuban involve-r 
ment in E1 Salvador’s' CÍviT wai^ 
was set free, vvhisked out of 
Washington and flown back 
home yesterday. - 

. The nian— Orlando Jose Tardencil- ; .... .. 

las Espinosa, 19, a Nlcaraguan who was television audience in San Salvador 
captured more than a year ago as he 1 iast ~* arch an d the story-he repeatedi 
■ commanded rebelst* >„U.S, officials just before his 
'in _two Salvadoran , a PPearance here on Friday/ -% - 
-provinces — was ; Instead,- Tardencillas said that he 

brought before -re~. ’Went to E1 Salvador on his own “to 
porters at the State f ight facism” and was nevered ordered 
Department on- Fri- r into the country by the Nicaraguan 
day to tell how - govémment He denied that any fore* 

. igners fought with the rebels, saying, 

. “I was the only foreigner” And he 
denied that he had ever received train- 
ing in Cuba or Ethiopia. - v ' 

THE FLIP-FLOP came just as the 
-Reagan administration had unleashed 
an all-out campaign to overcome pub- 
Iic and congressional skepticism about 



Cubans had trained 
... him to fight in E1 
§§!§ Salvador. But he did 
a- flip-flop and, re- 

canted the story,. 

Öriando Josö’- Ieaving officials 

Tardoncillas * ’ here dumfounded 
and very red-faced. 


Sovief Union! erVent, ° n that 11 says is finan eed by thi 

selJcted memberfof'coifgr^s^and^for^Wffh^r*^ 01 

from past administratiols ; and Y gl h f J { f icials 

reportere^yesterfay^on^the^ccmdit’ an h hour with 

identified, said that the U ic°w d f Itlon » he not be 
, with the issue of Salvador in\tn <ietermiIleti to deal 
well as in the Central Amwl! ° SC °^ and Havana as 
the U.S. had been in ^. L an -^ gI0n - He sai d that 
Vnion and CuÄ ÄÄSÄ ,!?' S ° vM ' 
Of msurgents in the Caribbean f he armia ° 

«JS SSwÄStoj?? *;? ü “* á 

Moscow, in Havana and in thJ^ ^ lth . the prohien t in j 

Organization of American State^w 3 - coatext of ihe 
dor itself.” States an d rnside E1 Salva- ! 

Soviet Union to back ofSr,,h«V°,f e " uade the , 
transfers, he said m2d p r?J? l ? U r P ^ arms 
Portillo shared that vlew ^ Jose Lof)ez 

that thep^cepropLai offÍífi ^ »í aI said ' addin g 

itself 




. . ^ _ AseniorU.S. offi- iJts • policies in Central 

cial, announcing Tardencillas’ return *«.am 

home, tried to 'joke about the v,i W ir> on ^l f* 

embarrassmentashearrivedabitlate, urefutable wdence of wuiuung region to J Kn0e rs went to thei 

at the State Department to brief repor- ' ,^. lcara * uan ..?S?^c /U i ) “ mte ? veat,on . ia i nonagression pact with *hÍ 1Caras !!f ns to fl ccept a| 
tersaboutit ; 1" ' PeacekeepingforcLlsowÍ!,^ ^' 3 - A Possibleí 

“Sorry I’m late," the.official said, J - - dwcussed. - r ■ . . . ..gj 

“but I had to get the egg off my face.” 

A SPOKESMAN at the Nicaraguan. 

Embassy here, Angela Saballos,- said 
that Tardencillas was -tumed over 
yesterday to Ambassador Francisco 
Fiallos Navarro at 3 a.nu, slept briefly 
at th« embassy and was then placedon^ 
a plane bound forthe Nicaraguan 
. capitál of Managua-U / tL iz £&$ 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/27 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000606580003-5 



